
BS3 Hedgehog Project: Hedgehog Houses 

 
 

Hedgehogs usually build their nests under shrubs, log piles, sheds or compost heaps 
but you can also give them a helping hand by making a hog house, providing safety 
and shelter!  
 
Hedgehogs mostly like to live alone so competition for good nesting spots can be 
high. In summer hedgehogs often have multiple lighter nests and frequently change 
residence but in Autumn they start building one stronger and warmer hibernation 
nest (hibernacula) to last the entire winter. 
 
Tips on building a hog house: 

• Create a tunnel/porch or internal dividers to prevent other animals (such as 

foxes, badgers, dogs and cats) getting inside. 

• Hedgehogs like their houses to be snug – don’t go too big! 

• Avoid treated or painted wood – they have sensitive noses! 

• You can re-purpose household items such a wooden crates or old plastic 

storage tubs! 

• Make a ventilation hole/pipe. 

• Raise off ground slightly (e.g. on bricks) to prevent water pooling in the base. 

• Line the base with dry leaves or cardboard to insulate and soak up liquids. 

• Offer some nesting material (dry leaves or hay) in a pile outside– if it gets 

dragged in then you know you have a resident! 

• Place in a quiet and sheltered part of your garden, along a boundary, under a 

shrub or behind a shed, where they won’t get disturbed regularly. 

• Place out of direct sunlight and with the entrance not exposed to prevailing 

winds. 

• Cover it with leaves, twigs, garden material or soil. 

• Do not disturb – as tempting as it is to look inside – they don’t like be 

bothered and will most likely move on if they feel the nest is threatened. Or 

worse, if a female with hoglets has taken residence she could abandon them. 

• Do not put food inside the hog house – if you want to support feed, a separate 

feeding station can be made for this. 

• Have patience – it can take them a while to find your hog house! 

• Clean out every 1-2 years – do this in March/April when the hogs have 

finished hibernating and there is no chance of hoglets. Don’t use any 

chemicals to clean. Never clean out in breeding season in case there is a 

nesting mother with hoglets. 



DIY Guides/Designs 

 
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/help-hedgehogs/hedgehog-homes/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/help-hedgehogs/hedgehog-homes/


 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/gardening-for-wildlife/homes-
for-hedgehogs/ 
 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/gardening-for-wildlife/homes-for-hedgehogs/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/gardening-for-wildlife/homes-for-hedgehogs/


https://ptes.org/my-garden/how-to-build-a-hedgehog-house/ 
 

 
 

https://www.wildaboutgardens.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-
05/16597%20WAG%20-%20Hedgehog%2016pp%20Booklet%20AW_0.pdf 

 

https://ptes.org/my-garden/how-to-build-a-hedgehog-house/


BS3 Hedgehog Champion Houses - Hall of Fame! 

 

 



   

 

   

 

   



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


